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1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED RELIABLE REPORT FROM U.S. FIRM OPERATING 
BIG SUPPLY VESSELS IN GULF OF THAILAND THAT ITS SHIPS HAVE 
COME ACROSS REFUGEE BOATS THERE ON THREE OR FOUR OCCASIONS 
IN LAST MONTH. THESE ARE GENERALLY SMALL (60FT) MOTORIZED 
FISHING BOATS, OF HIGHLY QUESTIONABLE SEAWORTHINESS. CAPTAINS 
OF RIG SUPPLY VESSELS HAVE ON OCCASION GIVEN FOOD, FUEL, WATER 
AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE REFUGEES. THEY HAVE NOT, 

HOWEVER, ALLOWED REFUGEES TO BOARD THEIR SHIPS, EVEN THOUGH 
IN SOME CASES REFUGEES INCLUDED ILL WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND 
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ABLE. 

2. POLICY OF SHIP CAPTAINS IS TO PICK UP REFUGEES ONLY IF LOSS 

OF LIFE IS CLEARLY IMMINENT. CAPTAINS ARE AWARE THAT NO COUNTRY 
IN REGION WILLING TO ACCEPT REFUGEES, AND HAVING THEM ON BOARD 
WILL RESULT IN LONG DELAYS IN EITHER ENTERING OR DEPARTING 
PORTS, WITH CONSEQUENT FINANCIAL LOSS TO SHIP OWNERS. FURTHER- 
MORE, PANAMA, WHOSE FLAG OF CONVENIENCE MOST OF THESE OIL 
INDUSTRY VESSELS FLY, TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR REFUGEES. 

3. IN ADDITION, REFUGEE VESSELS HAVE APPROACHED BRITISH 
PETROLEUM’S OIL RIG "TAIN ARON" FOR ASSISTANCE. THE TAIN ARON IS 
WORKING IN THE GULF DIRECTLY ON THE ROUTE OF REFUGEES FROM 
VIETNAM TO THAILAND, AND STANDS OUT ON THE HORIZON. EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS THAT THIS RIG'S POLICY IS TO REFUSE ANY ASSISTANCE 
WHATSOEVER TO REFUGEES (WE HAVE ONE UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT 
REFUGEES APPROACHING RIG HAVE BEEN DRIVEN OFF WITH FIRE HOSES). 
UNOCAL'S WODECO SIX RIG ALSO OPERATING IN GULF, BUT WE HAVE 

NO KNOWLEDGE OF REFUGEES APPROACHING THIS RIG. 

4. PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES (RELUCTANCE OF SE ASIAN GOVERNMENTS 
AND CONSEQUENTLY OF SHIPS' MASTERS TO PICK UP REFUGEES) WOULD 
APPEAR TO CONSIDERABLY HEIGHTEN DANGER OF REFUGEES LOSING LIVES 
AT SEA. INDEED, IT IS POSSIBLE SUCH LOSS HAS ALREADY OCCURRED. 

5. SUCH A SITUATION OBVIOUSLY FRAUGHT WITH HUMANITARIAN AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS. WHILE HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS 
ARE PARAMOUNT, STORIES ON REFUGEES AND THEIR PLIGHT STAND TO 
RECEIVE INCREASINGLY GREATER PRESS COVERAGE WITH U.S. LIKELY 

TO BE SINGLED OUT FOR CRITICISM. FOREGOING SUGGESTS THAT 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION ON URGENT BASIS 
TO A MORE EXPEDITIOUS AND OPEN PAROLE SYSTEM. HOLDRIDGE 
UNQUOTE ROBINSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, POLITICAL ASYLUM, SHIPS, REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, RESCUE OPERATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 31 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE215727 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: D/HA/ORM:HBCUSHING 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760330-1156 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976082/aaaaaaym.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN ORM 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SINGAPORE 2826 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <09 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES, BOAT CASES - UNWILLINGNESS OF SHIPS TO BOARD REFUGEES 
TAGS: SREF, SN. UNHRC 
To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



